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ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 SSO-00 NSCE-00 USIE-00 INRE-00 CIAE-00 

DODE-00 PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 

RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-03 SS-20 OMB-01 CIEP-02 DRC-01 /089 W 

054639 

OR091358ZJUL74 

FM AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3931 

AMEMBASSY ANKARA 

AMEMBASSY ATHENS 

AMEMBASSY BONN 

AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 

AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 

AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

AMEMBASSY LISBON 

AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 

AMEMBASSY OSLO 

AMEMBASSY PARIS 

AMEMBASSY REYKJAVIK 

AMEMBASSY ROME 

USMISSION USNATO 

UNCLAS OTTAWA 2139 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, CA 

SUBJECT: FEDERAL ELECTIONS: LIBERALS WIN MAJORITY 

1. PRIMIN TRUDEAU'S LIBERAL PARTY WON A SOLID 140 (OF 264) 

SEAT MAJORITY IN COMMONS EOLLOWING JULY 8 ELECTIONS, UP FROM 
109 SEATS WON IN 1972. PROGRESSIVE CONSERVATIVES DROPPED TO 95 
(FROM 107); NEW DEMOCRATIC PARTY LOST ALMOST HALE ITS 
SEATS TO 16 (EROM 31) INCLUDING THAT OF LEADER 
DAVID LEWIS; SOCIAL CREDIT AGAIN DEEIED PREDICTIONS 
OF ITS COLLAPSE, HOLDING 12 QUEBEC RIDINGS (EROM 15). 

ONE INDEPENDENT, MAYOR JONES OE MONCTON, NEW BRUNSWICK, 
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2. WHILE BOTH LIBERALS AND TORIES HAD TALKED OF 
WINNING ABSOLUTE MAJORITY, RESULT WAS EVIDENT SURPRISE 
TO LIBERALS THEMSELVES. THEY GAINED SCATTERED SEATS IN 
ATLANTIC PROVINCES, THE THREE SOCIAL CREDIT SEATS LOST 
IN QUEBEC, AND MADE MASSIVE GAINS AT EXPENSE OF TORIES 
AND NDP IN ONTARIO. PRAIRIE VOTE WAS ALMOST UNCHANGED. 
LIBERALS HAVE GAINED SEATS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA, ALTHOUGH 
ENVIRONMENT MINISTER DAVIS LOST IN HIS RIDING. 

3. IT DOUBTFUL RECOUNTS WILL CHANGE ABOVE RESULTS, 

WHICH SUGGEST A REMARKABLE TRIUMPH FOR PIERRE TRUDEAU, 
AND POSSIBLY THE END OF THE POLITICAL ROAD FOR PC LEADER 
ROBERT STANFIELD AND DAVID LEWIS. PARLIAMENT MAY BE 
EXPECTED TO BE RECALLED QUICKLY (TRUDEAU HAS SPOKEN OF 
AUGUST I), AND WHILE THERE MAY BE CHANGES IN PORTFOLIOS, 

THE NEW CANADIAN GOVERNMENT IS LIKELY CLOSELY TO RESEMBLE 
THE LAST ONE. 

PORTER 



UNCLASSIFIED 
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